ANSWERS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

IMPERIAL DEFENCE

Replying to a member who asked that there should be an annual report to Parliament
by the Committee of Imperial Defence, setting out the country's responsibih'ties
and weapons needed, the Prime Minister said on January 18 :

I   HE Committee of Imperial Defence has no fixed membership.

JL It consists of those persons, political and military, who are invited
by the Prime Minister to take part in its deliberations. I certainly
should not be prepared to support a system in which naval, military
or air force officers would be invited to pronounce probably against the
wishes of the Government of the day. That would conflict with the
whole foundation of our Parliamentary system.

WOMEN AND THE V.C.

Asked whether women were eligible for the Victoria Cross and whether any had
been recommended for the honour, the Prime Minister said on January 18 :

No recommendation in favour of a woman has been made during
the war so far for the Victoria Cross, which is given only for services in
active operations against the enemy. The Naval, Military and Air
Force Nursing Services and the Women's Auxiliary Services have been
eligible for the award since the outbreak of war, with the exception
that, owing to a change of status, the Auxiliary Territorial Service and
the Women's Auxiliary Air Force became ineligible for a period during
1941-42. Women are also eligible for the George Cross for services
not in active operations against the enemy, and Corporal J. D. M.
Pearson of the Women's Auxiliary Air Force holds that decoration.
I can, therefore, readily give my hon. Friend the assurance he desires,
and I should like to take this opportunity of paying tribute to the
courage and devotion to duty displayed by women in all walks of life
and forms of service during the present war.
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